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moment to moment its little triangular atoms might chance to
be exposed.

Now these deficiencies in the theory of Plato it was left for
Aristotle to supply, and so to advance the little boat of Philo-
sophy another stage in the direction of that Eeligious shore,
to which, as we have seen, it was bound. And what he did
was this. He took the four separate and independent elements
of Plato, viz. the Good, Ideas, Number., and the aWpoi/,
and dividing them into two groups, placed the Good and
Ideas on the one side, and the same Ideas and the a^e/pov
on the other; leaving out Number altogether, for reasons
which we shall see farther on. He then took the Ideas of the
first group, and instead of leaving them outside of, and
independent of, the Supreme Good, as Plato had done, he
placed them inside it, that is to say in the mind of the Supreme
Good. After which, taking the uire/pov of the second group,
and freeing it from the little triangular atoms of which it is
composed, and which would only have stood in his way, he
packed and loaded it with the same Ideas with which he had
endowed the Good. So that OH the one side we have a
Supreme Intelligence, Immaterial, Immovable, but full of
Ideas, that is to say of the qualities and natures of all
substances, of all life, of all intelligence; and on the other a
void and passive background of potential existence, extended,
divisible, and material, into which the same Ideas have been
packed, but so placed in relation to this material background,
that they cannot unite with it to form the world of real
existences until Motion has been communicated to it. But
whence this Motion? For, as wo have seen, Aiistotle had
already emptied the diretpov or material basis of things, of
the little triangular atoms which with Plato were the source of
all its movements. There was nothing for it, then, but to
discover some independent source of Motion, and a source, too,
which could be relied on to supply it with the equability and
regularity of the water to a mill. This regulated supply.